2011 Arabian Horse Association Convention Reports

Laura Mickelson, MAHA, Region 10 Director
See Director’s Report for November 2011.
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Ann Benson, MAHA & Region 10 Vice Director

President Lance Walters began with a little encouraging news. In three years we have almost overcome
our debt and our finance checks and balances are complete. By Sept. 2012 Sweepstakes will be paid
back in full. All funds are not secure for Sweepstakes use only.

There is a smaller decline in registrations and memberships. This remains a major priority for 2012.
$15,000 Has been allocated for youth promotion. The Modern Arabian magazine has shown an increase
in revenue with $500,000 forecasted for 2012.

Youth Nationals revenue was down, Canada was up and US was up. The Canada relocation was very
well received and successful. There was only 4 months to complete the change. Kudos to the show
committee for a fantastic job. Rae Dawn Arabians is sponsoring Yearling PB and half Arabian classes for
the 2012 show. There were many changes at US this year. All performance classes were in the Ford
Arena, halter was in the other arena except for the final night. There was a new Jumbo-tron and seating
in the halter arena. Tulsa provided monetary incentives and our bottom line increased. US will be held
in Tulsa in 2012. The city is providing $200,000 more in incentives. They will add an additional $500,000
if we renew our contract for 2013-2017.

The computer system was finally completed for a total expense of 2.7 million. Stan Morey has improved
the education process and curriculum. He personally attended many shows in 2011. There was a PB
Arabian Trust meeting at the Gallery in 2011, the first since 2007.

Treasurer Dave Corning gave us his report for 2011 showing a profit of $241,217. There was a $104,000
increase in profit from US Nationals this year. We are approximately $25,000 below budget at the end
of October. The Futurity Program has an increase of approximately $200,000. There was a $270,000
building repair not budgeted for. The $500,000 in legal defense fund could be used for payment. Show
revenue seems stable, but memberships remain down. Cash flow will improve in September when the
Sweepstakes debt is paid in full. We are still $1.7 million is debt. That will improve after US Nationals is
accounted for. There is definite improvement overall.

AHA Manager Glen Petty stressed the importance of recruiting new members. He suggested focusing
on social networks such as 4H, FFA, Boy and Girl Scouts. We have gone from 36,231 members in 2008 to
27,606 in 2011. Registrations have declined from 4,953 in 2008 to 3,010 in 2011. Half Arab registrations
in 2011 were half of what they were three years ago.

Location for Sport Horse will rotate between Idaho and Virginia. Canada will remain in Brandon and US
is undecided after 2012. Twelve venues are being reviewed. He stressed the need for a web site
upgrade in 2012. He felt that the AHA building will be fine this year.

There was an excellent presentation by Dr. Herd from Texas on issues affecting the horse industry
overall in the United States. This was covered at length by other delegates and is available on the AHA
web site. Mary Trowbridge gave a presentation highlighting the work done by the Horsemen’s Distress
Association. MAHA made a generous contribution.

There were fewer Resolutions this year. The results were covered in other reports.



The Vancouver venue was very nice but expensive. All conventions after 2013 will be held in Denver.
This will reduce the cost for both delegates and staff. As always the convention is a great place to
interact with people with a common interest, the Arabian Horse. The seminars were informative and
thought provoking. Thanks to all MAHA members for allowing me to represent our club.
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Michael Bell, WAHA

It was a great pleasure to attend the 2011 AHA Convention in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. This year the
Wisconsin Arabian Horse Association sent 6 delegates to convention. The delegates in attendance this
year was Nancy Miller as Chair, Michael Bell, Gay Jeanne Bower, Stacey Dunn, Juli Goder-Larson, and
Joan Rose. The delegates participated in various committee meetings and commissions to help shape
the future of our association.

| serve on the Amateur and Membership Committee and pleased to announce the committee's were
able to discuss a variety of topics that seemed productive.

For the Membership Committee we discussed Resolution 1-11 which comprised of changing the Youth
age from 17 to 18. This change would allow youth to show through their 18th birthday. This will
ultimately give youth riders another chance to show one more year at Youth Nationals. There was
overwhelming support from the Youth around the United States and Canada to pass this resolution. | am
pleased to report this resolution was passed and deemed extraordinary. Efforts are being made by AHA
to have this take effect December 1st of this year! | personally was not able to attend the youth
committee meetings, however, a long time supporter and volunteer of the youth was able to participate
in the meeting. For more information on National youth activities you are encouraged to contact Stacey
Dunn. The committee also discussed changing our membership back to calendar year. There was much
discussion as to the pros and cons as to the calendar membership. | will keep everyone advised as to
what comes from the Membership Committee in regards to the membership. The committee also
discussed various ways to improve membership. Some of the ideas were the TAIL program, which WAHA
already actively participates.

The Amateur Committee met this year and discussed the AOTS division. The committee voted to
approve adding clarification on the rule, which basically adds non-related amateurs are permitted to
help AOTS riders. This change will be sent to USEF for clarification.

Now that convention is over, | look forward to continuing to promote the Arabian horse through new
ideas along with other ways that have served us well. If anyone has questions about the amateurs or
membership please contact me.
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Polly Bonfigt, WDHA

| would like to first THANK everyone for their support and patients over the last five months. It has been
interesting and challenging. | have learned many things and found out that | have much more to learn
about this Club and the workings on a Regional and National level.

The annual meeting was held on November 12™. | was very pleased to see the great interest that many
members have shown by running for officers, directors or delegates in out great Club! There were even
new faces in the mix. The sad news is that we have lost members over the last year or two, that it

affected how many delegates and directors that the Club is allowed to have now. We have even started



to go through the Club’s by-laws and have made several positive changes to them. We will be working
on the remaining by-laws over the next several meetings. | encourage all of you to look through the by-
laws ahead of time (they can be found on the WDHA website). If you have something that you would
like discussed and will not be able to attend the meetings, please let myself or another Director know
and it will be addressed. | thank you all again for your confidence in me to elect me as your President. |
am here for each of you and for WDHA. | look forward to serving you in that capacity and | strive to
bring this club forward. We can do this together, as a team, working for the best interests of WDHA.

| was pleased to serve WDHA as one of your delegates at the annual AHA Convention that was held in
Vancouver, B.C., Canada on November 16-19, 2011. | was very impressed by the whole workings of the
Convention and awed at the same time. | have been too conventions for FFA, 4-H, different horse ones
and for work and have not seen anything like this before. | was impressed with the professional /
businesslike manner. | have not seen this style since | was on the Parliamentary Procedure teams in FFA.

| started the Convention with the Convention How To Seminar. This gave me the convention basics. The
most interesting facts that | learned is that it takes 15 members to start a new club and 10 members to
keep it going.

The Sport Horse Commiittee discussed the one day show format and the success the clubs doing them
have had and encouraged others to try them. There was talk about adding Sport Horse Showmanship
classes to Short Horse shows. This may be something that we may want to try. The Resolution 9-11
regarding the whip length to include Sport Horse Under Saddle (and Show Hack) not to exceed the
dressage length had it pass overwhelmingly. Many of the other items discussed went back to their
committee for further discussion.

It was interesting to find out that the Market Development & Promotion Committee receives part of
it’s funding from the PB & 1/2 Arabian registrations. AHA’s next goal is to rebuild their website to make
it more user friendly and inviting for new people to navigate through it. Their goal is to do this in 2012.
Did you know that AHA’s Facebook page has over 37,000 friends from around the world? AHA has come
to the realize that today and the future markets for the Arabian breed will be different than the past and
the marketing needs to change to meet these new markets. The Marketing & Development Committee
will be focusing on a new membership base — for those people that just want to enjoy their Arabian in
what ever way they choose, focusing more on the causal owner, families that can share riding as a sport
or hobby and the academy division. We all need all need to think outside the box to get and retain new
people to the Arabians breed. Many ideas were shared and many need to start on the local level. There
are way too many to mention here, but would make great meeting discussion and some new ideas to
try.

The Equine Stress / Research & Education Committee was standing room only. This was an interesting
committee to sit in on. They discussed genetic disorders and the importance of testing, especially the
ones that relate to the Arabian breed. The hot topic was on recue/re-homing and the proposed new
rules that will be voted on regarding the issues that involve area of slaughter whether it be
transportation, having it done humanely, re-classifying the horse from ‘livestock’ to ‘companion’ or any
other aspect. We need to be proactive and not let the government make rules that involve all of us
when many of them are not involved with horses themselves. The key is to be proactive or we will not
have a voice. We will loss much if the hore becomes re-classified to a ‘companion’ animal.

The Barn Fire Safety & Prevention Seminar was very sad and enlightening at the same time. Some of it
was very hard to listen to, but everybody needs to here it as 'prevention and practice' are the keys to a
barn (or any type of) fire. They highly recommend every club do programs to share this very important



information. This would be something to consider for a meeting or clinic of some sort, maybe put
something on our website.

The Arabian Horse Distress Fund presentation by Mary Trowbridge brought tears to my eyes, but at the
same time it was encouraging to see how our breed comes together to help our own out in times of
disaster. Region 10 donated $500 to the AHDF to a total of over $30,000 pledged by individuals, Regions
and farms. Mary Trowbridge's passion and love for the AHDF really showed through presentation.

The keynote speaker was Dr. Jim Heird from Texas A&M University. One of the classes that he teaches is
on Issues Critical to the Future of the Equine Industry. It was presented in a manor that respected all
sides of the story and did not attempt to sway you to a specific side. We (a group horse lovers) as a
group are up against some of the toughest competition ever. We must be pro-active to protect our
future as a horse owner / breeder / trainer or we will not have the same opportunities in the future.

This is something that we need to pass on and share. The speech will be available on power point and
hopefully on video as well. This would also be a good topic for a meeting or clinic. Dr. Heird raises
Quarter Horses and has presented this topic to many breeds all over the country.

There were 15 resolutions that were scheduled, but five were withdrawn. The two Resolutions
pertaining to the youth had passed. The first is changing the youth age from 17 to 18. This will allow
the youth to compete through their 18" birthday while many are still in high school. This resolution
came directly from the youth and passed with great support, it will need to be approved by the USEF to
be official. The second will allow judges (at youth nationals only) to be able to ask riders to switch
horses in the 14-18 equitation classes. It was very apparent that AHA has finally recognized that the
youth are our future of our wonderful breed! AHA has put funds aside for youth activities and
promotion and also have them included in the budget for their own category. The resolutions results
can be found on the AHA website.

The Equitation & Showmanship Committee encourages us to have adult equitation and showmanship
classes at all of our shows. There is talk about having showmanship classes in the Sport Horse division.

The Harbor Cruise was wonderfully, the sights were beautiful and the food was great as well as the
company.

Vancouver was a friendly, modern and clean city. | want to THANK WDHA for the opportunity and
support to represent you at the AHA Convention.

| hope to see many of our members at our January meeting and at our Gathering Banquet in February.
Until then, | wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Gay Jeanne Bower, WAHA

Amateur Committee

The committee first discussed the Resolutions referred to the committee. We voted in favor of the
resolution to change the age of the AHA youth to 18 and under. Laura Mickelson noted the resolution
needed to be amended to pass. It was amended and passed on the convention floor. The other
resolutions were also discussed. A complete record of the resolutions that passed is available on the
AHA website. The subcommittee chaired by Wanda Funk reported on the clarification of the AOTS
(Amateur Owned Trained & Shown) that was referred to that group at last years’ convention. The
sentence that would be added to the AR113 rule is”Assistance by other Amateurs is permitted.” The
committee discussed and approved this change. There was also discussion on non-related amateurs



owning and showing the same horse in AOTR. More information will be brought to the committee on
this for possible action in the future.

Annual Convention Planning

Mary Ann Hughes opened the meeting saying how much she would miss being chair. She was applauded
for all her efforts in the past years. There was discussion on the resolution to limit all future conventions
to Denver, CO because of cost savings to AHA to have the conventions at AHA’s “home base”. Mary Ann
noted that the Marriott promised funds in the amount of $25,000 per year to AHA if the convention was
held in Denver at the Marriott for three (3) years. There was much discussion on this. Mary Ann noted
that in the future if a Region or Regions wanted to host the AHA convention, it would be necessary to
add the cost of AHA overhead (approximately $15,000) to the budget for the convention to move it out
of Denver. The bid to hold the 2013 AHA Convention in Lexington, KY will be honored as it came in last
year. On the convention floor Mary Ann made a motion to hold the 2014, 2015 & 2016 AHA Conventions
in Denver to take advantage of the cost savings offered by Marriott. This was approved by the
convention. The 2012 AHA convention will be held at Denver at the Marriott Tech Center and the 2013
AHA Convention will be held at Lexington, KY.

This year’s convention was very workman like and all the elections and resolutions were handled in a
professional manner. The Horseman’s Distress Fund presentation video brought tears to many an eye
and lead to numerous pledges of support. The financial report from AHA was very positive. The Youth
Silent Auction was well received and the financial results were very positive. The city of Vancouver was
very welcoming and exciting to explore. The Friday night harbor cruise offered a unique view of the city
from the water. All the delegates and officers worked hard to make this a very positive convention.
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Anita Grant, MAHA

November 15th-20", 2011 found the MAHA Delegates in Vancouver, B. C. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
This was my sixth experience as a MAHA delegate. | enjoyed all the general sessions and while the
number of resolutions to be voted on was considerably less, a few as always were hot topics and the
debates on and off the floor provided much for the delegates to consider.

The first resolution was Redefining the age limit for Youth, which spoke to the fact that many youth
reach their 18" birthday long before finishing their high school education and it was deemed unfair for
them to have to compete at an adult level. By changing the age requirement from 14-17 to 14-18 as of
Dec. 1 it will allow this “lost age” the ability to compete at Youth Nationals one more year. | was amazed
at the number of cons to this resolution but in the end it did pass. The third resolution dealt with future
conventions being held in the Greater Denver area, a point of interest all delegates felt was a positive
idea for AHA and the delegates. This resolution also passed.

The Hot topic of the convention was resolution 8...at least for me It read “Add Arabian Comparative
Judging system to the AHA Handbook. | for one was and always will be in favor of this, and found it very
interesting that at our Region 10 meeting, almost all were in favor of it, upon arriving at the convention,
many pro’s turned into cons.....and after much heated debate the question was called and the resolution
was defeated. | am at a loss as to why when it is obviously a heated resolution that once the question is
called | believe it should automatically be voted on by ballot, apparently Roberts Rules feels otherwise! |
have seen far too many delegates afraid to vote their mind for fear of repercussion by judges in the ring
and hurt feelings. This fact has been spoken about openly Even though they call for a raise of hands or
voice vote; in my 6 times | have never seen it come to a ballot for the obvious reasons.



| whole heartedly agree that the sport horse division needs to add Arabian Type to both in hand and
under saddle judges score card. If the Half Arabian Sport horse does not possess any Arabian Qualities,
what possible good can it do for our breed? | believe it is time to consider why we endorse Half-Arabians
and just what it is we want them to be.

The keynote speaker Mr. Jim Heird, Prof. at Texas A & M, spoke to us on the issues critical to the future
of the equine industry. He was fabulous and spoke to many different areas of concern involving not only
Arabians but all breeds and horses as well. The number of unwanted horses, as well as those in the wild
that the BLM deals with has become a frightening number and statistic. The slaughter issue raises many
people’s eyebrows, but when you are faced with the realities, something needs to be done. 62,740
horses were sent to Canada for slaughter, 52,580 were sent to Mexico, this is a 23% increase since 2009.
If anyone thinks this is a more humane way to deal with this, they need to do so homework. We need to
push forth legislation for humane equine slaughter in the US. We need USDA to provide necessary,
inspection for equine slaughter facilities which opens the door for more humane regulations. Be careful
for what you wish for. If Equine is removed from “livestock” designation to “companion animals” few
and | do mean “FEW” will be able to own them. Show ring ethics was another topic which we all need to
be aware of. It never ceases to amaze me the lengths owners and trainers will go to too win that
ultimate trophy. With each new law against drugs or tactics, seems like some crafty person comes up
with one even more unthinkable. Be wise!

Stan Morey reported that in 2011 we had 261 judges and 141 Stewards.

Keeneland Track and Churchill downs both had Arabian Racing in 2011 and negotiations for 2012 is in
the works. Noted Jockey Calvin Burel is riding Arabians! Arabian Horse Race in France offered a
$750,000. Purse to the winner.

Glenn Petty’s EVP report is sent out to all of us. We need to concentrate on the youth and the general
public, 1 horse or a barn full, introduce those loving beautiful Arabians to the public, whether through
Girl & Boy Scouts, Local level shows, and parades and make your stable aisles at shows visitor friendly.

We need to let the public know what a wonderful horse the Arabian is and the fact that it is financially
available in all price ranges.

Mary Trowbridge continues to do an impeccable job with the Arabian Horsemen’s Distress Fund and
have benefited many deserving horsemen.

Canadian, SportHorse Nationals& US Nationals were up in numbers and exceeded all expectations.

The Arabian Horse Galleries is well received and continues to be a great success and wonderful
promotion for the breed.

Arabian and Half Arabian Registrations continue to decline. | for one would like to know how many foals
are not registered that is, born and healthy. | believe all animals that have a pedigree should be
registered and deserve a right to their heritage whether or not they are destined to be a national
champion.

AHA Clubs went down by 5 clubs. It started at 17 but only 5 of the 17 were able to get their
memberships up above 10 adult voting memberships to qualify for an AHA club.

Sweepstakes is still struggling but hopes to pay off their loan as of September 2012. Not out of the
woods but on course.

Modern Arabian Horse continues to be successful and is issued 6 times per year.



Region 10 Volunteer Service Awards went to two very deserving individuals:
Charles Rickart and Gay Jeanne Bower.

| thank you once again for allowing me the privilege to attend the convention.
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Stacey Dunn, WAHA

Youth Activities Committee Report

The 2011 Convention resulted in some amazing changes for the AHYA! This is certainly the most
important convention in the history of our organization for our youth!! | was honored to be working in
place of Angela Mannick at the AHA Convention, representing Youth Activities and Family Programs.

The week began with the wonderful news that the AHA executives finally recognized “Youth Activities
and Family Programs” as its own budget line item. The newly approved budget includes $25,000 in
funding for AHYA — funds that will remain with the youth and not “drain” into the general fund at the
end of the fiscal year as in previous years. This funding is in addition to the funds raised by AHYA
throughout the year. Up until now, the Youth Activities and Family Programs has been a ZERO budget
line item; this is the first time since the inception of IAHA/AHA that funds have been dedicated to the
Youth of our organization. These dedicated funds will dramatically change the duties of our AHYA
officers and Regional Youth Directors — over the years these positions had become fund-raising jobs —
now these highly-motivated kids can dedicate their time and energy to breed promotion and grass-roots
outreach!

The exciting news continued with the passage of Resolution 1-11 — changing the age of Youth riders in
the Arabian division from 17 & under to 18 & under!! The premise behind this change is that in this day
and age, a vast proportion of high school students turn 18 during their senior year of high school — and
based on the December 1% rule, prevents them from showing as a Youth exhibitor in their final year of
high school. This resolution was hotly debated and over the course of the convention gained
overwhelming support of the delegates and the executive board throughout the week.

For those who question the change, the proponents provided the following:

e The AHYA membership, delegates and executive board requested this and approved the
resolution unanimously — this is directly from the kids!

e High school athletes are not benched because they turn 18 during the school year

e A high school senior’s peer group is not the exhibitors at the US Nationals; only two 18 year olds
competed at the US Nationals.

e The US Nationals fall during the first semester of college, preventing many freshmen from
competing at that show.

Not only did the resolution pass unanimously on the convention floor, but the executive board went the
extra mile to make this an extraordinary rule change and even held a special meeting with USEF
representatives on the evening of 11/19/11 to try and get this Arabian By-Law change in effect by
12/01/11. | would like to applaud the delegates and our AHA Executive Board for this amazing effort!

The other resolution the AHYA presented to the Convention was adding test 16 to the Hunt Seat
Equitation (not to jump) at the National Level. This test allows the judge to ask the finalists (up to 4
competitors) to switch horses as a test. Again, this is just adding the option to add this test at the
National level and brings the hunt seat division into alignment with the other seats in the equitation
division.



The AHYA also holds a silent auction during convention. | am happy to report that we raised over
$14,000 at this year’s auction —=$2000+ over our projected budget. This is especially impressive since the
delegate numbers were significantly decreased due to the location of convention this year.

The Convention Delegates realized that the Youth are our future and the budget amendments and
passed resolutions certainly represent that!

MDP - Marketing & Development
Due to my interest and work in breed promotion, | attended the MDP Committee meeting.

The MDP gets the majority of its funding from Purebred and Half-Arabian registrations; with declining
registration numbers, the MDP funding is reduced. They are focusing on a new membership base —
getting away from just the elite show ring, and focusing on the people that want to just want to enjoy
their Arabians in any way; focusing more on the casual owner, families that can share riding as a sport
and hobby, and the academy division. | am particularly interested in the academy avenue and the idea
of promoting the Arabian at non-traditional events.

The #1 project on the MDP horizon is the complete re-write of the AHA website. The current website is
pieced together and provides very little information for people searching for information on where to
find a mentor, a farm to visit or even just information on the breed. There are several requests for
proposal out right now, and AHA is estimating the cost will be upwards of $94,000 to replace the site.
This is expected to happen sometime in 2012.

The meeting was well attended and several of us shared promotion ideas. The main point of the
meeting is that we need to do most of the promotion at the local level, but lean on AHA/MDP for
support. The MDP assured us that many of the brochures have been restocked and they are continually
looking for ways to share ideas and information with those of us working in breed promotion until the
new website is functional.

| enjoyed attending this meeting and it gave me some great ideas on avenues WAHA can continue to be
a leader in local breed promotion.
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Toni Marie O’Daniel, MAHA

The Convention was in Vancouver BC this year and was one of the better conventions that | have
attended. When | thought about what | was going to write this article on, | decided | would talk about
the meeting that impacts all of us and made the biggest impression on me at the conference; Barn and
Stable fire safety.

The forum had a group consisting of an Electrician, Fire Chief, First Responder, Police Chief as well as our
very own, Lori Conway, who has lived through a barn fire. Lori first talked about the fire and how they
were able to save as many horses as they did. She also talked about how she as well as others at their
barn could have lost their lives in the devastating fire. They were as well prepared as you could be for a
fire, but most barns aren’t as lucky.

Here are some of the things that | learned from the forum. This presentation will be on the AHA website
and | thing also on the Arabian Horseman’s Distress Fund website. Everyone you know should watch
this video because the information given could save both you and your horses lives.

Here is a checklist to help be prepared in case of a fire.



1. Avrake and broom are two tools that can be your best weapon to prevent a sable fire.
2. The five items you should have on hand to protect your horses in a fire are:

a. Halters
b. Lead ropes
c. Gloves
d. Towels
e. Flashlights

3. Afire drill should be conducted every year and an open halter with an attached lead rope should
be on ever horses stall.

4. Discuss fire safety with your family, barn staff, boarders/clients and neighbors.

5. Plan ahead. Be proactive: Ask yourself these questions:

Where do you go in a fire?

Where do you put your horses when you get them out?

What steps do you need to talk to improve and protect your facilities?

Do your friends and neighbors know how to help if you aren’t there? Do you know how

to help them?

Are you entrances and exits clean and clear of obstructions?

If you are in a subscription fire area, are your dues current?

Is you water supply adequate and close to where the fire department can get to it?

Where do you store your flammables? Is there adequate ventilation? Are the

flammables away from the stable area?

6. Do you have properly charged fire extinguishers available?

7. Get to know your fire department. Have a map of your barn on hand showing where everything
is stored from food/hay to tack, manure and especially the water source. How will the fire
department get to your barn? Make sure your Fire Marshall, dispatcher, clients and neighbors
have a copy.

8. Make sure that your wiring is up to code and that all appliances are turned off and unplugged
when not in use.

9. Hay storage is a major cause of spontaneous combustion. Is your hay/feed storage safe for you?
Neatsfoot oil on rags bunched up can also be very combustible. Don’t leave them around even
in a bucket.

10. No Smoking near the barn.

11. Heating systems need to be inspected, cleaned and tested before each season.

12. IF YOU HAVE A FIRE: lead your horses out and close the stall doors behind you and latch them.
It can slow the progress of the first and prevent a loose horse from reentering the stall.
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These are just a few things to get everyone started. Make sure you have an evacuation plan and actually
run through it a few times. Make sure someone calls 911 right away and have someone available at the
end of the driveway if you barn is hard to find.

We also learned that land management is a huge thing to keep wild fires away from barns. Make sure
that there is dirt, gravel or a road around your barn to help keep wild fires away from the barns.

Another thing that | thought was smart was to use a can of spray paint on the horses after they are out
of the barn so that if they get away, you can identify them.

There was so much more that we learned, but this at least gives you something to think about. Please
thing about it now, and don’t wait till it is too late. Winter is the season for barn fires around here.

One final note: The Arabian Horseman'’s Distress Fund is an amazing program helping those people who
might be in trouble due to fire, injury, death, loss of a horse or many more issues that might cause



trauma in one of our Arabian friends lives. At the convention, we raised over $32,000 to help the
horseman’s distress fund. One of our members even put out a challenge to all AHA members. If every
member of AHA donated $100 to the AHDF, we would have enough money to have an endowment and
be able to help people with the interest from this investment. Please consider giving something to the
AHDF. The website is: www.horsemansdistressfund.com. | know that Region 10 as well as MAHA and
other clubs in Region 10 gave funds to help AHDF. It’s a cause worth it’s weight in gold.

Thank you for letting me be your voice at the convention. | look forward to seeing everyone during
show season soon. Now that the holidays are here, Show season isn’t far behind.
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Juli Larson, WAHA

Vancouver, BC is a lovely cosmopolitan city nestled between mountains and ocean. However, | really
didn't get to see much of the city or area, as we were in meetings or hotel most of the time.

Although the resolution schedule was light (15 total and 5 of them withdrawn), there were many
committee meetings to discuss resolutions and things that were pertinent to those committees.

The two committees | am on are the Equitation/Showmanship and the Professional Horsemen.

Resolutions pertaining to youth riders were passed. If USEF approves the change, the Youth age will be
raised to 18 and under, and the judges will be able to ask riders to switch horses in 14-18 equitation at
Youth Nationals only.

| would say that my most valuable experience here was the meeting on Fire Safety, organized by the
Horseman's Distress Fund.

There were fire department personnel, former victims of barn fires, as well as a master electrician to
speak to us.

It was filmed and will be burned onto a DVD, so | hope to have it to present at the annual meeting in
January.
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Nancy Sawyer, MAHA

This was my first year as a delegate to the convention. | appreciate the opportunity to represent MAHA
and was honored to be in the company of so many knowledgeable, committed horsemen and women.

| was extremely impressed by the amount of organization apparent in facilitating such a multi-faceted
function, from the registration and credentialing to the informative break out sessions, finalized by a
fabulous Presidential Banquet. | found the general session formats informative and diverse, and while
expecting discussion and review of resolutions and voting thereof, felt that the emphasis on special
topics selected this year (Focus on Economy, Individual Ethics vs Societal Ethics, and Barn Fire Safety and
Prevention, to name a few) were very appropriate and well-received.

The keynote speech presented by Jim Heird on issues critical to the future of the equine industry was
very eye opening, since many of us have strong opinions, pro and con, on equine slaughter, perhaps
forming these opinions based upon our own passion for horses in general, without the reality of the
lives these unwanted, ‘throwaway’ horses sometimes endure.


http://www.horsemansdistressfund.com/

Mr. Heird’s address included wild horse management, with reviewal of current legislation and budget,
and detrimental equine genetic diseases (“we have specialized our breeding to the point that we’re
allowing recessive genes to become active”). Mr. Heird placed extreme emphasis on animal welfare,
suggesting that we quit doing the 5% of the things we do that 75% of us know is wrong. We are
habituated to some activities relative to show ring ethics that are in truth not defendable (use of ginger,
inappropriate shoeing, whipping of horses to halter train, over-bitting and tranquilizing). Hopefully,
more awareness of these activities and no longer accepting them as ‘necessary to win’ will reduce
occurrence.

Since my primary show discipline is dressage, | made an effort to attend most of the sport horse
meetings. Many of us have had concerns about the disparity in judging of the sport horse in hand and
under saddle, so | brought these concerns to the sport horse and dressage committee meetings.
Currently the Sport Horse nationals utilizes both a dressage judge and a hunter judge to evaluate the
horses presented and being ridden. Although there is agreement across the board that the current
system isn’t doing justice to our vision of the Arabian sport horse, | came away frustrated that there isn’t
a future plan in place to make necessary changes agreeable to those horsemen and women who incur
the expense and time to travel, often great distances, to the Sport Horse Nationals.

Acknowledgement of the concern and failure to address it in a timely manner is puzzling to me, to say
the least. | am asking for a description of the Arabian Sport Horse, and thus far this hasn’t been forth
coming. | did find the suggestion that we add Arabian Type to both the in hand and under saddle
judges’ score card something to seriously consider.

This being my first experience as a Region X delegate, | am aware that | have much to learn, but also
much to contribute. | appreciate the welcome extended to me, and the patient, ongoing support.
Thank you so much for the opportunity to participate in this great Arabian tradition.
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Nancy Miller, WAHA

The WAHA delegates have just returned from the annual AHA Convention. This year the Convention
was held in Vancouver, B.C., Canada.. Region 10 was one of the few Regions to have at least 75% of its
eligible delegates at the convention ( a club may have one delegate for every 50 members). Thanks to
the excellent financial support of WAHA and Region 10 all six of the WAHA delegates were able to
attend the Convention. Please see the reports of each delegate on the Committee meetings which they
attended.

I am including my report in this newsletter since | am on the Delegate Credentialing Workforce which
certifies the Convention attendees who may sit on the Convention floor and vote on the Resolutions and
other business which may come before the Convention as a whole. This year 266 delegates were
credentialed which was about 100 fewer delegates than the usual number.. | also attended the
Regional and National Class List Committee meeting. The only class to be added is a Carriage Pleasure
Driving Scurry Obstacle class. Several Sport Horse classes were brought forth but referred back to the
Sport Horse Committee for additional clarification.

| also attended the Judges and Stewards Selection Committee meeting. | was elected to this committee
at Convention.

There were 15 Resolutions originally to be considered by the delegates, five of the Resolutions were
withdrawn prior to consideration. One of most significant Resolution passed was the redefining to the
age limit for Arabian junior exhibitors to 14 - 18 from 14 - 17 years of age. This will enable many youth



riders who are 18 by December 1 of their senior year in high school to continue to compete as junior
riders during their senior year.

EIUKEKRZRRZAZEKZRZAZEZZZZAZKZZEZAZKEZRZRZKERKRRZAKE&&&
Joan Rose, WAHA & Region 10 Youth Director
A bit of jet lag so this may not make sense all the time.
| attended several committee meetings at the convention and this is the high light of them.
Equitation / Showmanship:

The ruling on the Hunt Seat Equitation 14 -17 at Youth Nationals can use test #16 in the USEF Equitation
section. This test allows the judge to have the options to have riders switch horses. This rule was
passed several years ago for Saddle Seat Equitation to be able to do this at Youth Nationals. This
resolution was mirrored after the SS and it passed at the general session. This committee also
encouraged us to have Showmanship and Equitation classes for adults at our shows. This might be a
good thing for the Round-Up Show. Also to have Showmanship clinics maybe the night before the show
starts. Discussion on Showmanship for Sport Horse Division.

Youth Committee:
We met twice and both meetings well represented and GOOD.

Main topic was the Youth will be given $25 thousand in a budget line and this will allow the Youth
Directors to not have to be just fund raisers for AHYA. Big news. Previously they had 0 budget. The
board also approved $15 thousand to go for membership promotion, such as FFA convention, 4-H and
Girl and Boy Scouts. We haven’t been active at those venues because of budget allowance. The other
big item was the resolution that the Youth Board brought to the floor about redefining age limit for
Youth. As it was now the youth that turned 18 on December 1* of their senior year in high school aged
out of showing as a youth (no other sport in High School makes their athletes sit out if they turn 18).
They wanted the age raised to 19 as of December 1*. Much discussion on this at the convention for
several days. The resolution was postponed until Saturday to allow the Youth Board that was coming to
the convention to get there on Friday night so they could speak on the floor. By Saturday the resolution
had been amended two times and it passed overwhelming on the floor.

Arabian Professional & Amateur Horseman’s Association:

This meeting was VERY well organized and packed with delegates. Discussions on different committees
reports and talked about Horsemen’s Distress Fund. | will let others speak about this because it was
very good and it was my first time there.

| attended the Barn Fire Safety and Prevention Seminar. That was also a packed room. Very Very
interesting. Made you want to go home and check everything they talked about. | have literature and
they recommended that all clubs have a seminar on this topic. It was emotional and very informative.
We really need to get this out to our members. | will be glad to share the information to put on the web
site but the most important thing we can do is get some sort of clinic on this topic. With the professional
fire fighters giving us their ideas as to what to do if the worst happens. Prevention is the key, but
knowing what to do next was even more informative. Think about adding this as a topic of discussion
for a clinic.



The key note speaker was probably the most interesting person | have heard. He talked about what we
as a group (all people that love horses) are up against. From government to the PETA. We need to be
pro-active in what we want and need to be good horse owners and lovers of this great animal. We are
having our rights taken away and we are doing nothing about it. He spoke of what we are allowing to
happen to our horses in the show ring and in the breeding barns. | will try to get his speech and maybe
we can put it on the web site. He was from Texas A & M and his name is Dr. Jim Heird. He raises
Quarter Horses and was just excellent. He spoke from the heart.

| worked with Stacey and Mike at the Youth Auction and that went very well. LOTS and LOTS of really
nice things. Stacey will have to tell final sum of the auction. It should be good.

Thank you WAHA for sending me. It was probably my most informative convention. Joan Rose



